Management of intraocular inflammatory disease.
The uvea of the eye is divided into the anterior uvea (iris and ciliary body) and posterior uvea (choroid). Clinical signs of anterior uveitis include conjunctival hyperemia, corneal edema, aqueous flare, miosis, and a decrease in intraocular pressure. Inflammation of the posterior uvea often involves the retina as well resulting in a chorioretinitis. Clinical signs of chorioretinitis may include multifocal lesions in tapetal or nontapetal fundus, retinal detachment, and a decrease in vision. The etiology of uveitis is complex and includes numerous infectious, neoplastic, immune-mediated, and other diseases. Treatment is directed at the underlying systemic disease, if present, as well as symptomatic treatment for the eye. The diagnostic and therapeutic approach to a patient with uveitis is discussed.